
 
DIPARTIMENT TAL-INFORMAZZJONI 

DEPARTMENT OF INFORMATION 
MALTA 

Press Release 

 
PR 190035 

 
10.01.2019 

 

 
Attachments: photos  Page: 1 of 4  

3, CASTILLE PLACE, VALLETTA VLT 2000 Tel +(356) 2200 1700 Fax +(356) 2200 1775  

press.releases@gov.mt www.doi.gov.mt 

 

PRESS RELEASE BY THE OFFICE OF THE PRIME MINISTER 

 

Speech by Prime Minister Joseph Muscat at the exchange of New Year’s greetings with heads of 

diplomatic missions  

 

Excellencies, 

 

One year has passed since I last stood before you and spoke to you of the exciting and rewarding year 

Malta and its people have experienced. And 2018 has been no exception to this: Malta’s continued 

progress is due to our ability to face challenges, whilst achieving extraordinary successes. 

 

The Ministry for Foreign Affairs and Trade Promotion plays a key role in the increasing importance 

of multilateralism through our diplomatic representations and outreach efforts. Contacts between my 

Ministers, our diplomatic corps, and by myself with your countries’ leaders are crucial in national, 

regional, and global contexts.  

 

Malta’s geographical position in the central Mediterranean, as well as its fundamental desire for 

regional peace and stability, means we have been closely cooperating with regional partners to 

address the challenges the region faces – working together, for sustainable solutions.  

 

I would like to thank Foreign Minister Abela [who is here with us today], and the Ministry for Foreign 

Affairs and Trade Promotion, for their efforts in preparing for the 5+5 Foreign Ministers Meeting 

taking place in Malta on 17-18 January. Malta currently holds the co-Presidency of the 5+5 Western 

Mediterranean Dialogue together with Algeria, and this session will allow us to review last year’s 

progress in addressing issues of common concern. 

 

Fully cognisant of the challenges that exist in our region, Malta looks forward to a frank exchange of 

views on important regional matters of common interest with the countries and observer organisations 

of the 5+5 Dialogue. The overall theme for the Ministerial Meeting will be “Working Together: A 

Sustainable Future for the Western Mediterranean.” 

 

We continue to work with regional and international partners towards ensuring Libya’s complete 

sovereignty over its natural resources. The visit by Libyan Prime Minister Serraj yesterday was not 

only a continuation of a dialogue between two neighbouring countries, but also a way to keep in touch 

with friends who are passing through a period of upheaval. A stable Libya is not only important for 

the Libyan people, who have a special relationship with the Maltese, but also for stability in a region. 

And with so many resources, it can be a major international player, and even an economic 

powerhouse. 
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Stability in the region means also a longer-term solution for migration.  

 

As recent days have shown, the issue of migration continues to dominate. The situation resulted due 

to NGO vessels intercepting migrants in the Libyan SRR and sailing to Malta instead of the nearest 

safe port which exposed serious weaknesses in the governance of this phenomenon. And a lack of 

understanding by a number of European countries of what is happening at the southernmost part of 

Europe. 

 

Once again, I would like to praise the decisive intervention of the European Commission, particularly 

Jean-Claude Juncker and his team, as well as Commissioner Avramopolous. They showed that they 

understand our situation when they took such an active role to help solve it during the past three 

weeks. And I want to reiterate my appreciation to the eight member states who made a small but 

concreate gesture of solidarity.  

 

The solution yesterday was by no means final. Immigration will remain an issue for Europe in the 

weeks, months, and many years to come. Ignoring it will be to the detriment of the future of the EU 

as a union.   

 

We support the Global Compact on Migration because we also believe that there needs a global 

dimension which goes beyond the EU border. A global approach can assist in managing migration in 

a safe way, and here Africa remains Europe’s most important partner.  

 

We do lament that this Compact became, arguably, the first high profile international agreement to 

fall victim to fake news and disinformation. Many asked why Malta was endorsing it. I asked them 

one simple question: Have you read this simple document? None of them had. How can a non-binding 

statement of intent end up at the centre of controversy? But it did. And how can anyone oppose the 

concept that migration is not a phenomenon that can be tackled nationally, but one that needs an 

international solution? Some did. But I do not believe this is a world of extremes where you either 

open your doors to everyone and get flooded, or you build a brick wall not to let anyone in.  

 

There can be a sensible migration management policy which is humane, but still gives peace of mind 

to the security concerns of people in the host country. This is what Malta embraces.  

 

Which is why are we are reaching out to Africa in terms of solidarity, but also in terms of trade. Malta 

will soon open a High Commission in Ghana, which is one of the largest economies within the 

Economic Community of West African States, known as ECOWAS, as well as a Commonwealth 

member.  

 

The High Commission in Accra will provide us with a platform to engage more directly with Ghana, 

as well as the whole of ECOWAS. Furthermore, Malta has nominated a non-resident Ambassador to 

Ethiopia and the African Union, who will focus on the Horn of Africa in the east through Addis 

Ababa, the seat of the African Union. We will also aim to engage with African partners throughout 

the continent this year. 

 

The promotion of trade complements the Foreign Affairs Ministry’s political work, with success 

stories already visible in the African context, as mentioned, as well as in Asia – particularly with 

India, Japan and China.   
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Speaking of partners, I cannot fail to speak about the UK’s withdrawal from the European Union. 

Seeing such an important partner leave the EU is indeed a sad moment, particularly for Malta, but 

also to the Union as a whole. 

 

As European Council President Donald Tusk said on more than one occasion, this is a lose-lose 

situation and we believe that there’s no outcome – deal or no deal – where either side will be better 

off than it is today. There will inevitably be consequences of this divorce for both parties, and our 

aim is to mitigate those as much as we possibly can. 

 

However, while the UK is leaving the Union, it’s not leaving Europe. We will continue to face similar 

challenges and shared threats, and we will continue to work together with the UK to address them. 

Which is why we, not only as a Government but as a Union, look forward to a strong and healthy 

relationship between the EU and the UK in the future, along the lines suggested in the ‘future 

relationship’ political document.  

 

We are also confident that we will be able to build on our long-standing bilateral relationship with 

the UK. And I am confident that, under any scenario, the rights of Maltese citizens in the United 

Kingdom will be protected. Similarly, we want the British community here in Malta, present and 

future, to continue feeling at home. Ultimately, we want to be the most British citizen-friendly EU 

destination post-Brexit.  

 

Excellencies, 

 

Malta is currently enjoying a period of prosperity, with robust economic growth and low 

unemployment. The strong performance of the services sector – in particular tourism and remote 

gaming – have been made possible because of the favourable labour market conditions, as well as 

high consumer confidence in Malta.  

 

In 2018, Malta hosted the Blockchain Summit which saw over 8,500 people attend. I would like to 

take this opportunity to highlight the numerous pieces of legislation which have come into force in 

this area, giving legal clarity to stakeholders operating in this sector, essential to boost activity: the 

Virtual Financial Assets Act, the Innovation Technology Arrangements and Services Act, and the 

Malta Digital Innovation Authority Act. Malta is also focusing on Artificial Intelligence: an area 

which poses great challenges, but even greater opportunities, from revolutionising analytics to 

preventing disease and deep learning.  

 

Excellencies, 

 

Economic growth in Malta is taking place within our long history of social conscience. This 

government introduced free childcare services four years ago to working mothers and, since then, 

16,000 girls and boys have benefitted from this service – including 6,600 children just last year. This 

initiative is allowing the government to help working parents find quality care for their children while 

they are at work – a service where children are happy, safe, with an emphasis on learning through 

play.  

 

2018 was also a meaningful year for Malta in terms of civil rights. Over the past few years, Malta has 

taken many steps forward, including amendments to our Constitution to include sexual orientation 
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and gender identity as grounds for anti-discrimination. We have also outlawed ‘conversion practice’, 

making it a crime to provide this so-called ‘therapy’ to try to change a person’s sexual orientation.  

 

Although Valletta bid farewell to the European Capital of Culture last month, the 400 cultural events 

than ran throughout last year highlighted how much Malta has a lot to offer in arts and culture. And 

with over 400,000 people attended events across Malta and Gozo, with over 1,600 local and 

international artists participating, Valletta 2018 was a resounding success. And I would like to wish 

Bulgaria and Italy the best of luck now the European Capital of Culture baton has been passed on to 

Plovdiv and Matera.  

 

Excellencies, 

 

The recent achievements registered by my government are both a source of encouragement, and 

indication of what is yet to come. It is in this spirit that I wish to convey a message of confidence and 

partnership, which I hope will guide our efforts in the coming year. 

 

So please join me in welcoming in the New Year, as I am convinced that it will be yet another year 

where we will continue to work more closely together on national, regional, and international issues 

on many levels. As well as wishing health and serenity to all in your countries, your families, and 

loved ones. 

 

Thank you. 

 


